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n ADQUARTERS
L6WH MEDICAL BATTALION ARMORED
A.P.0. 254, U.S. Army

BATTALION HISTORY 1 August - 14 August 1944

.On 1 August Company B under the command of Capt JOSEFH C. MAUCERI,
was in support of Combat Command "A" and Company A under the command
of Capt BROOKS H. BISHOP, was in support of Combat Command "B", Hq &
Hq Co., and Company C were in 4th Armored Division Trains area near
LA ROCHELLE,

The Combat Commands were moving Southward and the two Medical
Companies shuttled forward on the route of advance. This movement
continued until 7 August. On that date Combat Command "A" was lo-
cated just North of VANNES and Combat Command "B" was located wmorth
of LORIENT, Company b5 was located 3 miles morth of VANNES and Com-
pany "A" was located 6 miles Northwest of LORAINE. The positions
remained static until 14 August.

buring this 14 day period approximately 950 casualties from the
fourth Armored Division and attached Units passed through our clear-
ing platoons. In addition to these there were numerous German prison-
ers of War treated in our stations.

On 7 August sixteen liedical Department enlisted men were
assigned to the Battalion for interview by Major EARL MERICLE,
Division Psychiatrist, who reassigned them to medical Detachments
in the Division. On 12 August ten more iiedical Department enlisted
men were assigned and later reassigned by Ma jor MERICLE.

On 12 August Tec 5 Theodor Bartol, 33138332, Company "A" was
accidentally shot by a member of the Kree 'rench of the Interior
and died almost immediately. lst Lieut FRANCIS B. ROSER, 01533663,
MAC, was wouded in action on 7 August and evacuated to the 35th
Evacuation Hospital. These were the only serious battle casualties
to-date. Two men, Tec 5 Virgil Farlee and Pvt George C. Regan
were lightly wounded in action and received the Purple Heart during

this period. -

Prisoeners captueed to date: Three Germans surrendered to Capt
HERMAN R. COHN, Bn S-3, who turned them over to the 24th Armd Eng.

for the Battalion Commander:
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LSATTALION HISTORY PERIOD 15 = 31 AUGUST 1944

HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS COMPANY :

Headquarters under the command of Lt Colonel KOBERT L. MAILLIARD,
and aneadguarters vompany under the command of vapt FREDERICK B. LEA,
plus one reserve compeny remained in the general location of RATNS,
LTH ARMORED DIVISION for the entire period.

Ambulances from forward installations returning with patients for
the reserve company submitted consolidated requisitions from the vet-
achments and supporting medical cvompany for supplies. rhese requisit-
ions were filled immediately and returned by the same vehicle. wthe sup-
plies destined for the vetachments were taken to the colle cting point
estavlished by the ambulance platoon, for distribution from that in-
stalletion. in some instances, Letachments called upon the supporting
Gompany to replenish their deleted or captured supplies., 1his situation
was met by increasing the supplies of the attached medical support.
Ubther items of issue have been supplied through the S5-4 of the combat
Commends; a system that has proven satisfactory, due to the fact that
during some operations, it is impracticable for the itation and sSupply
section of weadquarters vompany to reach forward installations.

vaptured enemy medical eguipment has increased the efficiency and
the scope of work that can be asccomplished in the vlearing otations.
+his is especially true with dental work. in the near future, repairs
will be made to dentures; an operation heretofore impossible because
of the lack of equipment.

A high priority has been established for the repair of broken
glasses. ‘the efficiency is so great thatl only one day is necessary to
complete the repair and return of the glasses to the individual.

rirst echelon and uompany maintenance has been excellent through-
out the command, -whis is evident by the small number of major repair
jobs diverted to the ettention of pattalion wmaintenance., vuring oper-
ations that are slow in progressing, the Battalion has sent maintenance
sections to the companies supporting combat commands for a general
check up. this procedure has prohibited the development of major break-

d OWIlS « :

vommunicetions within the organization and with other units of the
vivision has been excelient. sll radios are open twenty-four hours daily,
with orders to the effect that all stations will report to the wet
Control Station on the hour. whis procedure insured contact at all times.

tnemy "jamming! has caused interference and in some instances preventéd
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'lfne'receipt of messag,’s. WWhen radio failed, messg:;es sent via return-
ing ambulances were proven to be of extreme value. st no time during
this period waas uesdquarters been out of communication with either cvo-~
mpeny in support.

wmedifal treatment offered slightly wounded and combat exhaustion
cases in the reserve company hes proven to be of great benefit in
conserving the trained manpower of the uvivision. Transportable pat-
ients are retained in this installation rather than evacuated to the
rear and becoming a total loss to tne vivision. vuring this 16 day
period 85 patients were discnarged from the reserve company and sent
to their respective units for duty.

VOMPANY M"A'™:

On 15 August, vompany "A", under the command of vapt oLROOKS H.
BISHOP and in support of vombau vommand "B'", moved out of bivouac L.5
miles east of vaud, sremce at 1420 on an extended march east. rhe
company travelled 248 miles to reach their new bivouac area at 1800
on 16 sugust, 1 mile west of rruney. wocmine, wuer, .ain-u-pretagne,
vhateau oriant, re Lion-u-angers, sable, .a rleche and vhateaurenault
were some of the larger towns and cities on the route travelled. ..0
casualties occurred within the company. urders were received on the
17th that vompany "A" was To be piLaced in reserve and .ompany "C" was
to assume the responsioility ror mediczsl support of uC "B". wrhe company
moved out at 1615 and reacned its destinationl.o miies norta of
SASNIERES at 16L5. +this Location was previously selected by ueadgquarters
1,6, also pivouaced in the immediate area. .rom the 1l8th to 2lst of
August, the company remained in this area treating convalescent patients
thatT were returned by vompanies "Bt & (" from their respective ombat
vommands. Un the 22nd, weadquarters and vompany "A" moved to a new
bivouac 0.0 miles wortu or vucy ot. viphard, a distance our about 50
miles; closing into the area at 1645 vi tn no casualties. ‘rhe 23rd was
spent treatiug the convelescent patients ana accomplisning motor maiant-
enance. rrom this area, the two w:its moved on the 24th, SL wlles east
to & new location 3.2 miles northeast of vourtenay, arriving at 1855
witn no casualties. ihe next dey was spent treatiug those patients
whose conditions aic 10t permit a return to duty. ‘‘he followlng dey,
the uuits moved 30 miles to a new bivouac 3.2 miles west or villeneuve
on highway wu 46, closing iuto the area at 1130

urcers were receivec ou the 27th to relieve vompany "B", theu 1lu
support of uu "a' and located 0.6 miles north of vailliy, «rauce. uom-
peny “A" marchea to thls area wlvouacing at a previousty setectea site.
The distance travelled was 60 miles. The following day, the company
moved out to the east in support of CC "A" to a new bivouac 0.5 miles
north of Longevas, France, closing in at approximately 2140. This day
the company covered some 70 miles of newly liberated country. The
combat command remained in this same location on the 29th to perform
its maintenance and await the arrival of supplies for the operation
to follow on the 30th. This operation necessitated the movement of the
Medical Company to a new location 1.2 miles north of Parthes, Framce on
Highway NL. The unit closed into this area at 1430 with 35 miles of
liberated France to its rear. The 31lst brought more orders for move-
ment to support the fast moving CC. A new area was selected 0.5 mi}es
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east of Commercy, France and the company closed into bivouac at 1730.

During the period of 15-31 August, the Company suffered nd losses
due to Battle or Non-Battle casualties. The unit treated 37 Battle
and 106 Non-Battle casualties of other units.

COMPANY "B :

Company "B!", uncer tu€ comuanu o0rf vapv oOSEPH C. mAavLmil, waslnu
Supportv or uC "A"™ on the L5Htn or august. The v was on an extended warcu
whicn started rrom an area 9.5 miies soutu or wo0zay at 0945 on the 1iTn
TO a vivouac some 175 miles east. ithe jouruey termiusved at 0630 on tue
15tn with the company in location 3.5 miLes east of bt. valais. water
in tne moruing oraers were received vhat the U was to wove for au att-
ackx, necessivating a wew pivouac isor the supporting medical unit., A
site 0.5 miles west of Coulmeers was selected and the company closed in
for the night at approximetely 1845, a total distance of 200 miles from
Nozay. A collecting point, consisting of L ambulances wes established
2 miles north of Ormes to shorten the haul from the Battalion Aid Sta-
tions., Usual evacusation proceeded on the 16th with no difficulties in
the sccomplishment. One officer, 32 EM and 15 ambulances from the 583rd
Ambulance Company relieved the seme composition from the 580th Ambulance
Company at 1200. This organization was used in the evacuation of casual-
ties to Corps instasllestions. On the 17th the company moved from Coul-
meers to 1 mile northwest of Ormes and established & collecting point
2 miles east of Saran to insure evacuation from the second column which
was attacking Orleans.from a noethwesterly direction. The situation
remained static for the next three days. Normal evacuation was carried
oubt and all the spare time was utilized for personal hygiene and motor
maintenance in preparation for the next movement. On the 2lst, the
company left its bivouac at 0900 and was enroute the remainder of the
day and part of the night. At 2200, the unit closed into bivouac about
0.8 miles south of Fontain Le Gaillard after travelling a distance of
approximately 100 miles. The situation again remained static for three
days. During this period casualties from the combat elements were few,
allowing for the usual maintenance and personal hygiene after a long
march,

During the evening of the 24th, orders were received to be prepared
to move the following morning, The operation consisted of two columns
moving on ‘I'royes, France from the west. This maneuver necessitated the
splitting of the medical support into two sections. Supplies and amb-
ulances were sent with the south column; the remainder of the company
following the northerly advance. lMore opposition was encountered in the
southern column and it became necessary to send a medical detachment
with a Surgical Truck and ambulances to offer more medical support.

This unit moved at 2000 and reached the southern column gbout 2100. The
advance was slow and a final bivouac was reached on the 26th at 115,

0.8 miles southeast of Vailly.

Orders were received the following day that Company "A" of the
Battalion was to assume the medical support of the CC. Company "B"
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moved on the 28th toW¥.5 miles north of Creney J!!re the treatment of
convalescent patients and extensive motor maintenance was performed.
Company "B" remained in this location for the remainder of the month
along with Headquarters, L6.

During this period, Captain JOSLEPH C. MAUCERI, MC, was awarded
the Bronze Star for meritorious achievement in connection with mil-
ltary operations against the enemy, 28 July 19LL - 28 August 1944,
France. Captain MAUCERI entered militery service from New York.

The Silver Star was awarded to lst Lieut JOSEPH A, CONWAY, MAC,
for gallantry in action against the enemy during the period of 20
July 19L4L4at Raids, France. lst Lieut CONWAY entered military service
from New York.

The unit suffered no casualties during these operations. One
hundred and seventy-seven (177) Non=Battle casuslties and one hundred
eighty-five (185) Battle casualties of which one hundred and three
(103) were prisoners of war, were admitted to the Clearing Station.

COMPANY "CM:

Company "C" commanded by Capt FrANK P, SMITH, and Headquarters
on 15 August were located 3 miles northeast of Vannes. In this area
Company "C" meintained a treatment section for convalescent patients,
These units moved out on the 17th passing through Rochefort, Bain de
Bretagne and St. Clais to a new bivouac area 1.5 miles north of
Sasnieres on highway GC 8.

Orders were issued on the 17th committing Company "C" to support
CC "B", The march was only six miles to a site 0.9 miles west of Prunay
from which the lMedical service was established. Company M"A" then re-
Joined Headquerters as the reserve company to administer treatment
for the convalescent cases.

CC "B" was given the mission by XX Corps to keep the enemy in the
"Falaise Pocket" from driving south of Paris, This mission necessitated
moving 130 miles through Vibraye, La Ferte Bernard, Nogent-Le-Rotrou,
to a small hamlet of La Loupe where treatment station was established
2 miles east of town on highway N 820. The situation remained the same
on the 19th with few casualties resulting from the operation. On the
20th the orders were given to return via the same route to a small town
of La Jouanniere, where the Treatment Station was opened 1 mile south
of the town. This order resulted in CC "B" reverting to XII Corps con-
trol and the movement was necessary to return to the division area. The
21st was spent on motor meintenance and personal hygiene since no move-
ment was contemplated until the 22nd when CC "B" was given the mission
of taking and holding Montargis and Courtenay. The company marched 103
miles to the bivouac area 0.6 miles south of Ervauville. The next two
days the combat elements completed their mission and casualties were
few for the type of operation. In this particular phase more enemy
cesualties were admitted than our own. On the 25th the unit moved through
Courtenay, Villechetive, and Dille to &n area 1 mile north of Eaux
Puiseaux to support the CC taking St. Florentine which was accomplished
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before nightfall. Action was static on the 26th and 27th except for the
heroic and meritorious services of Lieut EMIL POLLAK and his platoon
who received orders to evacuate wounded from the city of Troyes. lst
Lieut EMIL POLLAK was awarded the Silver Star for gallentry in action
against the enemy during the period 26-27 August at Troyes, France.
Lieut POLLAK entered military service from New York.

CC "B" was given the mission of protecting the right flank of
XII Corps on the 28th of August. The company was forced to move during
this operation, which lasted three days, to the area 1.4 miles northwest
of Puney and later to the area 1 mile west of Brienne-Le-Chat. On the
31st, CC "B" was given the mission of taking and holding Vancouleurs
necessitating the movement of the liedical Company to 1 mile east of
Faye. During this operation the movement of the Combat Llements was
hampered by the blowing of a bridge by the enemy. 154 casualties of
which 63 were prisoners of war were admitted to the Clearing Station
during this phase. No casualties resulted within the company.

The following commentary on the operations of Company "B" while
in support of the Combat Command is applicable to all lledical Com-
penies of this unit:

PERIOD 15-31 AUGUST:

In this period several large marches were made and , though our
casualties were less numerous, the wounds.received were more serious
in extent and a grave problem arose. A number of these men were class-
ified as non-transportable, however because of the rapidity of the
advance and the necessity of seeking protection from our combat units,
meny of these non-transportables were carried forward until such time
as they could be prepared for evacuation.

On severasl occasions we were unable to evacuate because of enemy
patrols in our rear. On two such occasions we were forced to do ab-
dominal surgery for gunshot wounds which were penetrating. The first
one was a French civilian found to have a perforated mesenteric artery.
secause of a march order, it was necessary to evacuate the following
day. His condition wes fair on entrance to the hospital. ‘he second
case was done on an american soldier because of a similar situation.

A resection of tne small intestine was done and an.exteriorization
of the colon. Likewise we were forced to evacuate him in twenty four
hours after surgery.

where were several instances of perforating chest and abdominal
wounds, the majority in werman prisoners, we were unable to operate
upon and unable to evecuate for several hours. 1wo such cases expired
in our station.

puring this period there was a noticeable decrease in exhaustion
cases and a minimum of disease.
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‘ In general, it vas found that #n this types operation, casualties
whether transporteble or not, had to be carried forward. vonsequently
the most expedient measures for the control of shock had to be given.

1t wasnecessary to keep in mind, at all times, the combat units ehead
and to supply them with the necessary medical support.

vollecting Ylatoon Operation vuring Period 15-31 August 194L:

During the operationnthere was no specific plan used. whatever means
seemed most expeditious at the time were used. nowever some general
statements van be made. ‘whe unit never camouflaged gn installation. 4All
halts and bivouacs found the company deployed in open fields adjacent
to good road networks but always far enough away from them for maximum
passive air defense. Un the march medical trestment was provided by
pulling an operating body to one side. after treatment, the patients
were carried forward. smbulances were deteched riding near higher head-
quarters convenient to radio vehicles. vasualties were immediately
evacuated to treatment vehicles in the rear. At times tactical sit-
uations demanded dividing the medical company in equal parts to provide
adequate medical support for each tactical command. whis plan worked
favorably and evacuation and treatment were carried out efficiently.

‘+he question of providing sufficient support to each column is a diffic-
ult one. Lven when separate tacticel columns hevethe bulk of the combat
elements that column has had the least number of casuelties. such
circumstances should be anticipated and the medical unit made ready at

a moment's notice for proper medicel attention. un several long thrusts
into enemy lines the evacuation hospitals were too far behind for eff-
ieient evacuetion Trom our treatment station. in this situetion civilian
hospitals were employed using our own persomnnel and supplies until such
time as roads to the rear were cleared. '

rhe collecting platoon on the marched functioned as follows; 2
Ambulances were placed at the dispossl of the vombat vommand Surgeon
near a radio vehicle of Command neadquarters. 'whese were counvenient to
the forward clements and served immediate evacuation for the vetachments
forward. ‘whe bulk of the rlatoon and ambulances (8) rode in the rear with
the company and served to care for casualties throughout the column. Onee
the units were engaged the collecting platoon set up a collecting point
with L-6 ambulances. ‘his point was chosen on road networks common to all
units. 'he Detachments were evacuated directly by these ambulances. ‘rhis
served the prompt and efficient evacuation between medical vetechments end
the rreatment Platoon. .n most operations both vollecting rlatoon and
wreatment rlatoon were within artillery range. whis situation seems in-
evitable for medical installations that mean to serve armor efficiently.
in many cases it was necessary to locate our installations within a *ring
of safety" provided by the uombat vommend. On one occasion several medical
vehicles were dctained by enemy elemnts crossing the column in the rear.
On subsequent operations support was provided at our rear and no difficul-
ties were encountered, again. Lt is the opinion of this unit that the
wermans respect the xed uross. rhe opportunity to attack from the ground
as well as the air has often been presented to the serman. anowever, we
have no evidence to feel that the xed Cross is meaningless.
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In spite of our rapid and long advances we have not been lacking in
supplies of any kind. wmedical supplies were anticipated by all medi-
cal elements of the vivision. ‘rhese supplies were brought forward to
the r'reatment rlatoon by the ueadquarters section of the medical
vompany. ambulances returning to the cvollecting roint then delivered
the supplies directly to the vetachments. nowever, it may be said that
had the unit not been carrying additional medical supplies over and
above normal overasges it may have proved embarrassing in several
instances.

1+rhe successful operation could not have been achieved had it not
been for the spirit of co-operation on the part of all personnel, nitchen
help often found themselves administering aid when the station was over-
run with casuelties. mmphasis in basic training to enable individuals
to perform several jobs proficiently saved the day for us,.

since the medical vompany has been forced to carry patients for-
ward it is recommended that the unit be given more transportation. wrhe
question of carrying sufficient supplies forward also requires add-
itional vehicles.

vor the pattalion vommander:
v
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SHAYMOND E. HAMLIN
1st vieut, wmAC
Adjutant.
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