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I1. OFERATIONS,
A, TDastogne to Luxembourg (1 Jaun 1945 - 22 Feb 1945, )

Although hnzurﬂmm# wna
cospleted on hmlﬂi,l.’l nuﬂu- ien in
the vielnity of Bastogne lu;pu-ﬂm antyy and an Armsored

Hﬂilﬂhtummmlﬂmlm. Armored, ard Alr-
borne Dlviaien Lo the north and west,

e remalned in this position, bolding the ground lesd pore
siateal councttiiens ool ue g e Bhas gty S
nnd Armored Divisions on the lins artillery and
:lﬁ_rﬂ ms:mnmmumumm

¢ Third U, 5, Armr. Our nisslcn weae to pasp through the

11 m Divielon, continue nerth ard portheast and sars contact
with the @nd Armered Divialon which was coning scuth and goutheast,
tc sut the u-r-mnumumhﬂmm-lmwu. vith,
We passed thro tre 6th Armored Divisicn at daybreak and in ul.t.-
of severs Tea!l sdvanced sleven mlles vhen; quite sucdenly at
1500, we wore ordered to dlsencage the enemy procesd south and
oast to the vielnity ef luresheurg Lo repel threatsning alrborne
attagks. ©n tre sorning of 10 Jamuery, we bezan to move scuth
and soncentrated ip an sassesbhly area scyuth of Luxeabourg, I~ spite
of §he ior roads; this move of slxty ailes wes mgde without inoldeni,
Tre dlyvision OF was loeatsd in Dude'anze, The Sivialen resained in
this alert status upder 211 Corps feserve mtll 22 « The
tiroe Battal 10t%h, Slst, S%d, mcved outl en January
and were attached to the Iurlnh-.r H.minn. Muring this time
the three Artillery BSattalions l'fl in its crosolinss
of the Cur River. This mlsec p- *Hllthihth Divinion ta
pull cut a Combat Command frem the line to asnd tralin 1ts
reinforceonsnts whlch amounted Lo more Lhan

During the w battle, Coapany A, ASLh m Hedical
Ill“llﬂn!up WWMMM ASth Araored
Medisal Satbesicn Gopbat Coneand By Tre I6th Pield
Hospital wan at Marte The Medicel Greoup save us thirty
asbulances from the 170t Ihll-.ul Dattalion, Ten aszbulanges each
ware ﬂﬂimuhmﬂ-lnﬂtuﬂhrmuhphﬂ
I‘I.lh s WEAh Armored Fedlecal 3attallicn frea ﬂumlmu

q{ hl.lh to Zveouatiom Mosplithls, Cmsualties d the
ﬂl‘l'l- twelve dars of January were soderately hizh, Since the fishting
wue and advanees lln'ted, no unususl prebleas of svasuatlion

. nearest evacuntion hospital was appre-imately thimty
allse o cur rear,

dur = in the vielnity of luesbourg was & welocme rellef, It
was Lthe time in :uht montha that we were not fighting., It
VYo ua Lli=e Lo reorgani:e ind lmstruet cur nev relnforcements in
sild principles, 7THin was definitely indicated, sinoe most
reinforceserts wvo reckived in the previous elght weeks ca e Lo us
with little or no flald tmining, At this time the divisicn re-
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R, Y¥arch to the Mhine (23 Feb 1045 « 20 March 1544,.)

tm the 22 February the divialcnh waa alerted to move Nerih and
Northeast in preparaticn for Lte mapch tc the Khine RMlver, The
t*res Infantrr Battallons an’ the ITih Tank Battalieon, all part of
Combat Co'sand B, wvere sttaghed initlally to the SOt
Divisien, It was thelr alsalcn to protest the flanka of the
and te suppert by fMre the cresalng of Lhe Saver River by Lhe
infantry, Company U, ASth Medieal Mattalicn wao in =sdloal support
of the combat ecamand, Casualiise these lirst three days
vere heavy, Trery were svacunted Lo the E Mriaten Clearing
Company sand Fleld Hcoapltal, approxisately fifteen miles to the

The constant raln, ecld winds, poor terrsin and dsterm=ined
resistance made inltlel penetrotlion of the 0lgfried Line &

diffievit jeb, COn the 2k Wareh a spufficiemt I:H.dm wos
eatablis to persit ve Lo start cur long maprch. were
recelved en atdnisht 24 - 75 Fabrunry te attack Nortteast. our
nisslcn wvas to eroesn ts I'rua and Nlas Mlvers and to stop Just
wast of Ltha 311 fMver, Combtat Com-anid 3 reverted back divisien
contrel snd Aaybreak 2§ Fe wve moved out \n a colusn of
eembal gesmands, By late nocn of Lhe 27 Fedruary we were looking
at the Eyll River. um% A, 56th Armsored Medleal fattalion smve

dienl to Ceshbat Coumand Aj Company 2, ASL: Arsored Medical

tallen Cenbat Joomand B, mmu-hmm meving
by boumds, nstablished contrally lceated asbulanee relay peinta.
The Fiald lm'm.lt was logented at Oberwels, Casualtles were high
the combat ertmustichn rate ﬂ"' (Yote = "attie Casually and
Ceabat E=Raustion Crart,) our sudden rapld scve, the usual
problea ef long “auvla to Evacuaticon Fespltals apaln presented
itself. Oy tre establish=ent of an as™ilange rezulating pelnt,
the ssbulsnces suppe™iing the active medical companies vere par-
mitted to return soomer, The Ressrve Medlical s Sperating
near tte andmlance Megulting peint, chacked all patients prior
te the lonx trip back te the ewvacuaticn hespitals, redressing,
and treating for shoev as 1ntleosted,

The division revalnsd in positicon jJuet weat of t.wll until
&MMﬂmummmtwmm of the
* Infantry Divisien, ¥e crosasd the ¥Trll in two coluans just
south of Mstteriech, The reads were narrow, eratered snd in many
gasss vastod away, At tha ond ¢f the first tvemty=four hours, wo
wvers forced to sareh in cne coluan of combat comsands, The reed
net seledtad wan over hilly terraim but the spesd and saazing
naneuvaribliity and fire power of tre 1 combat e
conpletely 4isorsanized OJerman reaistance by 1400 8 Narch we
were on the Nkine Hiver btetwesn Andernach and Coblonm, coverins
a distance of =five nilss in ferty-eight hours, Fortunataly,
easvalties of all types were light on this sove. (Total -
easunltiss fros Fyll to Mhine Rivers.) The clesent Bvacuation
Hoapital was et «five alles to cur rear, The Fleld Fospltal
had moved %o a comtral l¢eation at Felch., The Roserve cal
Cospany and atbulance resulating point were midwary.
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on the 9 Mareh Ccabat Comnand B, relisved of 1ta "mop
up” Job wsat of the fhine Combet Comannd Reserve, vmlm

wast and ther scuth towapd #s in an attempt %o lforce a bridgo=-
hend sorose the Fosslle, Our sdvance wen very rapld until Juat
within sight of the Mosells, whFen snemy artillery, nusorous land
minas, deferded Toad blocks,and bSlown bridgse tal us, Casualties
suldonly bessn to meunt, COpe Mmdred and twoe (102) casunlties

of all & cleared Ccmpany B, 46Lh Armored Madlicel Sattalicon,

in eight « Company H, ASth ireored Nediecal Battalion was

at Falsersuch, the Fleld Hospltal at Folch, and the Reserve dedical
c at Daun, Coapuny A, A6tk Aracred Fedical Hattallon at

Cek ung supperted Conbat Comuand A and Combat Comsand Resarve.

The divistion resained in these holding positicns until 13-14 Mareh
whan eleasnts of the B5th and 50th Infantry Clvislems and 6th
Cavalry rellisved us, ¥e then Lo asse=ble in toabat comcand
sreas wost of Lhe Hoselle River praparation for eresalng. Cn
tte 15 Hareh we crctsed Lhe Mouelle at bBridzeheads secured by both
the S5th and 90th Infantry Divieicns,. Combut Coazgnd A crossed st
Hateenpord; Coobat Cossand B at Carden., OCur alislon was te comtinue
Bouth and Soulheast and Lake Veres on the Ahine, and in this way Lo
close another large pechol of emecr. The scabal cocomands woved

1akly and ecntlnued cutflanking pﬁli:l.l el eneay realsiance,. The

h Infantry Divisien, following us, “"sdpyed up" bypassed townse.
on the 16th we bhad taken Si=mermj on the 1TLh we sacured & bridge=-
head soross the Hahe Elurnm:mnhmhgﬁmuhu
mmnﬂnumuuhﬂmthnﬂ of the

s var,

This long rapld march from Lhe Sauer River te tre Akloe Alver,
than Bouth agaln sorcos Lhe Hosells o Yerss, plus our activitiea
at Tnatcgne, has besn ¢onaliered worthy of a Presidential Cltatlon.
Scae of the sedical problena that arcee during this historlie sareh
are liated below:

Now that we ware deep in Jeraany ve began to overrun
Jarczan Milltary Foaplitals snmd Allled QW Cazpa, Ye viually evas-
usted Amepican and Britisk MOV's at onte, and plaged rusrd over Girsmn
mllitary hoapltale or MOV Casps untll reilsved by a hlgksr sgtelon.
Wa reported Ltase cazpa, ad thay were overrun, tc Corps whe Lben
st irmy sadlsal porscnnal te lavestigate. This provad satle-
fa s Binoe we kad nelther the tlss nor personnel te.
supsrviss such installatlions., AL this tlse wé also began te
evacuate Jer=an mllitary casualti-s Lo the closest sdagustely
staffed Sercan alllitury hospltal. This was desasd advisable since
Lthe Oarcan casuslties were throe=four Lo our one, and slncs the
lonz haul bac* to thes evacustion hespltal would keeap cur azbulances
ava- fros us for Iifteen to twenty doura, The Gorman military
hospltals wvere usually chected by the Combat Ceomtand Surgson for
nadical supplies; asdequaey of staff arnd avallable hoepltal beds.

During the Normandy Caspalgn we waunlly sent our asbulunces
bae¥ in conveys under armed pretsction. A48 we ercssed the Fyll Alver,



once MOre we vere coapelled to follew this procedure. An armored
diviaicn expleiting a brea¥throush bypasses seall pockeis of
resletance, Thene poehels on occasicms would on cur ambulances,
irs were always sent forward, ths other cases would be held
A convoy was go baek to the rear, This woulld 4dslay evad-
ubtion alx to clett bours, *henover it beccwes neosesary to follow
w‘luﬂ. Loan asbulances have proven inadseuate for saash
cosmand, A to of firtoen is needed, The establlsbeent
of our own azdulance relay point, (usumliy ten asmbulences), witk
our reserve rmdlcal company tted tve forward ssbulances to
raturn to the nectlive au modleal company without delay.

Cnee more Lhe practles of ahut I'hld Foapitals with Infsatry

TMyvlslcne on elitar flan® bocose a Arrange-enta were
usually =ade “etwvean Ulvislcomn Surgeons, ‘I'h- leld pitale were
&cﬂ gontirally between tweo dlviaicna; i*is allowed Field
ST ih Uity Soaw the et Bemmses Wish vis e alnseh

rpecns wAS w0 " orne we

e *ad scae conmtagt would relsy Lre nevessary massaged. TrAnNe-
portaticn for Mlald Ycapitals was furniabed by Corpa er Army, This
Irm- of tranapertation broke after croas the Hhine, 5y

wtilisln: eapiured Jersan vehlclas we sare abls to mobllise our
Flald lnnl.m T5%.

e road not rrulﬂu-t;n fver to Slomern was narrow,
gratersd acd jasasd, Tre FPF'a patreiling rcada ware instructed
by Divialen to giwve all owr azbulances prl.:ﬂtr. and some ane WAy
rosde wers uesd by cur asbulances as twe wvay, This inoreassd our
spoed of evsoustion,

It was this sapch thot a Gos Treatmeit Coupapy was
altached to ua, hall definlte inatructions thrat thie -t-prgb
would e used for ne purpose other than its prisary mlsslcn,
de not think thia an adequate method of preparing for the treatzent
ef zas casualtles in an Armored Divislon. We fought in column of
conbat coamands, oack command telrng miles apart, The attashesent
of only cne comrany is lncufficlent for s real asergency.

It was alsc Aur this pericd that guseline lanterna bocane
an suthoriszed itam of lasue, This appears to Lo a practioal Ilght
for battalicn ald stations, IS is deslrabls to provide sach lantemn
with & gocd supply of mantsls sinece the 1ife ¢f a santel proved ahort
durinz rosbat,
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Crossing of Huine Rlver snu tho sarch to Gotha (21 March 195 -

& A el 145, )
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the carly somalog on ) April we crossed the Yerrs Niver. 0Ny late

|
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IL was alse curing thls perisd thst our medlcel ceapany was straiTed,
hittling two asbalences apd wounding ihiree sen. - Uhe of Lhe sadulances zolng
baghk wiih gapuaillies wie aleo stralled, Hlllsg onme patlesi wnd serloualy
injuring another,

(ur probless lu evecustlon etnilnucd to Lo Lhe same,. Uur resoverlas af
casuuliles from Uw batileflela to the Dattallon ils Statlion and then oatk
Lo the eupportdn., mealeal compay afferesd no jal problens, Fermlesslon
hmh“@%ﬁmwlmfhmummw
Hospitaly coaped our losd, Evaguation of seriously wounded 7543 mlise o
tha rear sbill wxisted, The sutobabn from Gotha to Hersfeld halped spesd
up ewsoustlon. Losing our Flela itel wfter paselng Lauteriach effected
our avscuatlon polley only » G0 poon made arvoengesents with
the 26tz Injantry Divislon snd $0Lh Infentey Jivision Lo ulillse thelr
hospliaia, When we reached Uotha, Arey jwd alresdy re=equiyped cur own Flsld

e LU A we overrsn our (lrst comcenirwtiosm casmy st Ohrdyof, The
ﬂnnlm.
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